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Press Conference PM Olmert with President Bush - Questions and Answers
PRIME MIN. OLMERT: Thank you, Mr. President. 

Indeed, the government Sunday decided to spend 50 million shekels buying medical equipment -- 50 million shekels -- about $11 million -- for the time being -- to buy medical equipment and drugs needed for the hospitals in Gaza. And as I said during the Cabinet meeting, we will spend any amount of money needed in order to save lives of innocent Palestinians suffering from the indifference of their government. We will not hesitate to do it. We will use the revenues that we have collected, and more if necessary, and we will make arrangements, together with our friends, so that the supplies will arrive directly to those who need them. This is a humanitarian commitment. We are absolutely committed to help innocent people that suffer from the brutality and the intransigence of their own government. And we will continue to do it at all times. Thank you, Mr. President. 
Q Mr. Prime Minister, are you satisfied from what you have learned out of your meeting with the president with regard of the Iranian issue? And what's your message to the Israeli public about this issue? 

PRIME MIN. OLMERT: The Iranian issue was discussed, indeed, between the president and myself and we'll continue to talk about it later. 

Obviously, there is a major threat posed, as I have said already and the president said, by the Iranians and their attempts to have non-conventional capabilities and also to build up delivery systems and the ballistic missiles that can hit major centers all across Europe, not just in the Middle East. This is something that needs to be stopped. 

We discussed this issue at length, and there is a total agreement and understanding between the president and myself that there is a need to stop it. And we reviewed the different ways how to do it, and I am very satisfied with what I heard from the president and on what we agreed that we will continue to do in order to achieve this goal. 
PRIME MIN. OLMERT: Aluf Ben, Ha'aretz (sp.)
Mr. Prime Minister, can you give us some assessment of the time that you are willing to wait for the emergence of a Palestinian partner? 
PRIME MIN. OLMERT: Well, first of all, I want to emphasize again what I said before, and what I said before the elections and immediately after the elections in Israel, and when my government was inaugurated in the Knesset just a couple of weeks ago. I said we will make a genuine effort to negotiate with the Palestinian side on the basis of the road map, which is the framework for future negotiations towards, hopefully, a peace agreement between us and the Palestinians. I meant precisely what I said. I will make every possible effort. And in order to examine it carefully and seriously, I will certainly meet with the elected president of the Palestinian Authority, Mahmoud Abbas. We haven't yet decided about the timing. It will be in the near future. And I will do everything that I can in order to help create the necessary circumstances for such negotiations to take place, providing, of course, that the Palestinian partner will have to -- not just to make a public commitment, but to be able to deliver on the basic requirements of the road map and the Quartet decisions, mainly to recognize the state of Israel and its right to exist as a Jewish state, to unarm the terrorist organizations, and to implement all the obligations of the agreements signed between the state of Israel and the Palestinian Authority. 
So, we will make an effort. And I say time and again, that we accept the sincerity of Mahmoud Abbas as the elected president of the Palestinian Authority. He's genuine, he is sincere, and we hope that he will have the power to be able to meet the requirements necessary for negotiations between us and the Palestinians. 

How soon it will be? The sooner, the better. I don't want to prejudge it at this point. I think it's too early. And I didn't come with a time table to meet with the president of the United States, who shares our observations. I entirely agree with the vision of the president as it was outlined so vividly in the famous speech in June of 2002, which really set the course for all the developments that took place in the Middle East since then and created the possibility for, ultimately, the disengagement, which was a turning point in the history of the Middle East. And we are grateful to the president for the courage that he manifested then in presenting this outline and in being the first to support the disengagement and carry on in spite of the difficulties and the skepticism and the question marks posed by different countries at the beginning. 
Most of them joined in later. 
So we are anxious to have negotiations. We will look and find every possible avenue to help establish a process of negotiations on the basis of these conditions. However, as I said, we will not wait indefinitely. If we will reach the conclusion that in spite of all these efforts it is impossible to implement the principles of the road map through a negotiating process, we'll look for other ways to implement these principles, and to ultimately create a situation where there are secured borders for the state of Israel with the population centers in the territories as part of the state of Israel, and with a contiguous territory that will allow the Palestinians to establish their own Palestinian state alongside the state of Israel. And hopefully this is something that will happen within the next three to four years. 
Again, I am grateful to the president for the efforts that he was making and for his willingness to examine together with me these new ideas -- as he called them, bold ideas -- in the event that all other options will not be possible. 
Thank you.
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