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Prime Minister Ehud Olmert’s Speech at the Knesset Session Honoring United States Speaker of the House of Representatives Rep. Nancy Pelosi
Madam Speaker of the Knesset, Dalia Itzik,

Madam Speaker of the American House of Representatives, Nancy Pelosi,

Distinguished Members of the United States Congress,
Government Ministers and Members of Knesset,

The Knesset of Israel is again proud to host, within a span of several days, such a high level American personage, the third highest in the United States government and a great and loyal friend – you, Speaker of the House of Representatives, Ms. Nancy Pelosi, and your delegation and distinguished colleagues from the House of Representatives, who we received individually with applause by name, title and status, as directed by our own Speaker,.  Your presence here to celebrate the State of Israel’s 60th anniversary strongly emphasizes the depth of our alliance and the special relationship between our peoples and the shared values which create such strong, fundamental and genuine relations between us.

At this opportunity, I cannot help but mention that this is the first time in many years that such a distinguished delegation of the American Congress, headed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives, has arrived here without our friend, who was a Congressman for many years and headed the Congressional Foreign Affairs Committee, the late Tom Lantos, playing a central role.  Tom Lantos was a great American, he was a great man and he was a great Jew, and his premature death was an immense loss to the United States and the Congress, as well as to the Jewish people and the State of Israel.

The fact that for the first time, the heads of both Houses of our countries who stand here are women, who – it should be said – lead our democratic institutions with an iron fist, with grace and with extraordinary talent, is not the only similarity between our countries.  Both the United States of America and the State of Israel share a vision of human freedom, progress, free enterprise, social justice, security and peace between all peoples of the world, as well as uncompromising resistance to the culture of terror, tyranny and nurturing of hatred against a background of differences of religion, race and nationality.

Your visit to Israel is a further opportunity to express this House’s respect and the gratitude of our people to you, Madam Speaker and to you Members of Congress, for the immense, unwavering and ongoing support of the United States Congress for the State of Israel.  There is no doubt that the Congress, and both its parties, is the clearest representation of the wide range of opinions, the diversity of positions among the American people.  We are proud that this wide range of opinions and all this diversity are united in support, providing backup and granting such generous assistance to the State of Israel.

I wish to especially mention the legislation which you recently initiated and submitted together with other members of the leadership from both parties, and which unanimously passed both the Senate and the House, in which the Congress congratulates the State of Israel, recognizes the historic significance of our 60th Independence Day, and ratifies the ties of courageous friendship and cooperation between our peoples – we have just seen the original copy of this Resolution in the hands of our Speaker.

Your determined and principled stand, Madam, on subjects relating to the advancement of the peace and security of the State of Israel are greatly appreciated in this House and by the entire Israeli public.  Your support for increasing the sanctions against Iran in order to prevent it from acquiring nuclear weapons is of supreme importance, your resolute objection to all expressions of tolerance towards terrorist organizations which oppose peace, such as Hizbullah which is trampling Lebanon’s independence and Hamas which violently imposes its rule on the Gaza Strip, serve as a paradigm of moral and inspirational leadership.  Your sensitivity regarding our captured and mission soldiers especially moves us and all Israelis and Jews from around the world.  We are profoundly moved by your empathy with the immense suffering of the families, the dog tags you have in your office and your willingness to raise the subject during your travels and in your contacts with influential leaders.  All this stems from a noble human heart.

Please Representative Pelosi, carry with you – you and your colleagues, our dear friends from the Congressional delegation – the love of the people of Israel for the American nation.  Your visit, your sentiments and your stalwart support strengthen us in our struggle and efforts to establish security and peace with our neighbors surrounding us.  The tremendous achievements of the State of Israel over the 60 years of its existence result in large part from the generous civilian and military assistance of the United States, and we rely on the fact and trust that you will continue standing beside the State of Israel so that we can realize our shared goals and so that we can strengthen freedom, democracy, stability and peace in this part of the world.

Thank you, Madam, and thank you members of the Congressional delegation.  You are welcome in Israel.
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