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May 23, 2006


Statement by Prime Minister Ehud Olmert

following meeting with President Bush

Mr. President, I thank you for your kind invitation to visit Washington and for the opportunity to meet with you and discuss the main issues on our common agenda.

Our meeting was enlightening, and I look forward to working closely with you in the coming years, to deepen the friendship, understanding and bilateral ties between the United States and Israel.

I also recall our first meeting in Jerusalem, when we took a walk on the terrace of the municipal building and looked over the Old City walls.  You were governor then, and I was mayor.  

Who would have thought that just a few years later, we would be standing here together – you as President of the United States and I as Prime Minister of Israel.

I could sense then your deep connection to the Holy Land and your friendship and commitment to the State of Israel.  I must say, Mr. President, that my instincts did not fail me.  

I, and the entire people of Israel, appreciate your true friendship and unwavering commitment to Israel's security and its well being as a vibrant Jewish state.

Your involvement in the Middle East and personal contribution to the efforts towards resolving the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, has been significant.  The vision which you outlined in your historic speech of June 2002 of two democratic states living side by side in peace and security, is the basis of any progress towards a solution in this region.

Your unreserved support of the Disengagement Plan and your letter of April 2004 to Prime Minister Ariel Sharon – and I join you in praying for his recovery – were the basis for the success of its implementation. 

What you immediately recognized to be an historic step, was later adopted by all those who were skeptical in the beginning.

I intend to exhaust every possibility to promote peace with the Palestinians, according to the Roadmap, and I extend my hand in peace to Mahmoud Abbas, the elected president of the Palestinian Authority.  I hope he will take the necessary steps, which he committed to, in order to move forward.

Unfortunately, the rise of Hamas, a terrorist organization which refuses to recognize Israel's right to exist and regards terrorism as a legitimate tool, severely undermines the possibility of promoting a genuine peace process.

As you stated, Mr. President, the Palestinian Authority headed by Hamas government must abandon the path of terrorism, dismantle the terror infrastructure, honor agreements and recognize Israel's right to exist.  

By doing so, they will find us a willing partner in peace.  However, we will not enter into any kind of partnership with a party which refuses to recognize our right to live in peace and security.

Despite our sincere desire for negotiations, we cannot wait indefinitely for the Palestinians to change.  We cannot be held hostage by a terrorist entity which refuses to change or to promote dialogue.

If we come to the conclusion that no progress is possible, we will be compelled to try a different route.  I have presented to the President ideas which, I believe, could help advance his vision and prevent a political stalemate.  

According to these ideas, we will remove most of the settlements which are not part of the major Israeli population centers in Judea and Samaria. 

The settlements within the population centers would remain under Israeli control and become part of the state of Israel as part of a final status agreement. 

This process of "realignment" would reduce friction between Israelis and Palestinians, ensure territorial contiguity for the Palestinians, and guarantee Israel's security as a Jewish state with the borders it desires.

The implementation of these ideas would only be possible with the comprehensive support of the United States and the international community.  I anticipate working with you to explore ways to advance this.

We discussed the Iranian issue.  The Iranian regime, which calls for Israel's destruction, openly denies the Holocaust and views the United States as its enemy, makes every effort to implement its fundamentalist religious ideology, and blatantly disregards the demands of the international community.

The Iranian threat is not only a threat to Israel.  It is a threat to the stability of the Middle East and the entire world, and it could mark the beginning of a dangerous and irresponsible arms race in the Middle East.

Mr. President, we appreciate your efforts to curb Iran's nuclear ambitions, including through the UN Security Council. They are of crucial importance.  

The international community cannot tolerate a situation where a regime with a radical ideology and a long tradition of irresponsible conduct, becomes a nuclear weapons state.  This is a moment of truth; it is still not too late to prevent it from happening.

I thank you again for your gracious hospitality and for our discussions. I look forward to continue working with you, Mr. President.

Thank you very much.
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