





Jerusalem, 11 August 2005 
RULES REGARDING CARDS AND CERTIFICATES FOR JOURNALISTS, PRESS TECHNICIANS AND MEDIA ASSISTANTS –Temporary Amendments
(Communicated by the GPO)
Following Prime Minister Ariel Sharon’s and Defense Minister Shaul Mofaz’s order in accordance with Article 22a of the 2005 Disengagement Plan Implementation Law, GOC Southern Command Maj.-Gen. Dan Harel has issued an order restricting entry to the Gaza Strip (http://tinyurl.com/7jf9w).
The entry of media personnel who are not residents of the area (as defined in the order) is conditional upon receiving the proper permit, in accordance with the statement issued by the IDF Spokesperson’s Office (http://tinyurl.com/awkc8).

The IDF Spokesperson’s Office has determined that the issuance of such permits is conditional – inter alia – on the presentation of a valid Government Press Office (GPO) card.

Said permits issued by the IDF Spokesperson’s office are valid until 23:59 of 14.8.05.  As of Monday, 15.8.05 (evacuation day), entering and being present in the area is completely prohibited unless an additional permit has been issued by the commander of IDF forces.
Since permits for the entry of media personnel into the area up to 15.8.05 are given – inter alia – on the basis of a valid GPO card, we see it proper to make it clear that media personnel who are in the area unlawfully are subject to proceedings to revoke their GPO card.

GPO card revocation proceedings will be taken in accordance with Articles 10B-C of the “Rules Regarding Cards and Certificates for Journalists, Press Technicians and Media Assistants.”

Additional measures may be taken against those media organizations whose personnel either enter or are present in the area after 15.8.05 without the proper permits according to law.

Entering and/or being present in the area without a proper permit also constitute a criminal offense.

The following temporary regulation is in addition to the “Rules Regarding Cards and Certificates for Journalists, Press Technicians and Media Assistants.”  It should be pointed out that – as specified in the aforementioned rules – GPO cards, in and of themselves, do not constitute entry permits to the area and do not provide their holders with any legal rights.
10(i)a. The GPO may cancel a Card or Certificate if it becomes clear that the holder of the Card or certificate is present in the Gaza Strip after 15.8.05 (inclusive) without a proper permit.
(b). Articles 10B-C apply to such cancellations.

(c). Article 11 applies to the return of Cards or Certificates cancelled in accordance with 10(i)a above.
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